
The CDC Childhood Immunization Awards
2012 Champion Award Winners

   

The CDC Childhood Immunization Champion Award, given jointly by the CDC and the CDC Foundation , 
honors individuals who are doing an exemplary job or going above and beyond to promote or foster childhood 
immunizations in their communities.

In 2012, the inaugural year, 39 individuals were honored as CDC Childhood Immunization Champions.

2012 Award Winner
Michigan Honoree

Zachary Yaksich
President/Executive Director

Alana’s Foundation

Zachary Yaksich has turned a personal tragedy into a passion for influenza vaccine education and advocacy. 
His 5-year-old daughter, Alana, died from flu-related complications in 2003. Alana had not received an 
influenza vaccine because her age group was not included in the annual influenza recommendations at the 
time, nor did her doctor offer or recommend vaccination.
Since Alana’s death, Mr. Yaksich has worked unwaveringly to educate people about the severity of flu and the 
importance of vaccinating children against the flu each year. He started Alana’s Foundation in 2009 and has 
served as a spokesperson and advocate for influenza vaccination, speaking at local churches, schools, 
community organizations, and meetings of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practice. In February 
2012, Mr. Yaksich spoke at the Flu Advisory Board, an organization of more than 150 members representing 
public and private health. By sharing his personal tragedy, he has been an influential advocate for 
immunization policy advancements, including the expansion to universal influenza vaccination 
recommendations for everyone 6 months and older.
In addition to his advocacy efforts, Mr. Yaksich has made an effort to share his story with hard-to-reach 
communities. During the 2011–2012 flu season, he worked with the Wayne County Health Department to 
provide free influenza vaccinations to under-immunized populations in more 20 immunization clinics in the 
Detroit area, a city known for its diversity. 
Mr. Yaksich’s personal story serves as a reminder of the importance and benefits of immunization. His 
willingness to share his tragedy in the name of public health makes him a CDC Childhood Immunization 
Champion.

Michigan Department of Public Health Announcement:
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,4612,7-132-8347-276767--,00.html

Center for Disease Control Announcement:
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/events/niiw/champions/index.html

Alana’s Foundation:
www.alanasfoundation.org
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